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DETAILED ACTION 

15. The Examiner acknowledges the preliminary amendment of 1 2/8/2000, 
IDS of 4/27/200 1 , and the letter of 5/24/200 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

16. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 3 5 U. S. C . 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

1 7. Claims 8, 1 8, 22 are rejected under 35 U. S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 8, line 4, it is not clear what the term "derivatives" refers or 
encompasses, since in the first instance reference is indicated to 
"polycarboxylic acid" or "dicarboxylic acid". Does the term encompass all 
polycarboxlyic acids or does the term encompass only all dicarboxylic acids? 
In the second instance, "derivatives" of the two stated classes of acids, poly 
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and di-, and all their combinations is not clearly supported in the specification 
as filed. 

In claim 18, it is not clear what the "II" refers in claim 1, since "II" 
does not appear in claim 1 . This is a lack of clear antecedent basis. 

In claim 22, line 1 and line 9, it is not clear to what claim 22 refers. This 
is an improper multiple dependent claim for failing to refer to the other claims 
in the alternative only. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-23, 25, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over WO/96 15203 in view of JP-07-1 1755. 

WO'203 describes a multi-layer planar structure (like a flexible 
multilayer flat material) with a support layer (I)(like reinforement material) 
and a coating on the reinforcement material , cover layer(II) on the support 
layer (cover layer), (see abstract, whole document). WO'203 describes the 
coating as epoxidized products of unsaturated fatty acid esters which are 
partial esters of polycarboxylic acids and polyols, (see abstract, whole 
document ). WO'203 describes renewable raw materials (which can be 
cellulose). WO'203 describes the claimed invention in the Figure illustrated 
on the cover sheet of WO'203 inside the abstract. WO'203 differs from the 
claimed invention because it describes textile, page 1 third paragraph, instead 
of non-woven and it is silent about embedding or impregnation and the basis 
weight. 
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JP'755 describes floor materials (like a floor covering) with a surface 
layer made of synthetic resin in which fiber pile was implanted (like the 
nonwoven material, textile, which is embedded or impregnated), [002] (page 1 
of machine translation). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to employ the surface layer with the textile 
(nonwoven) impregnated or embedded in the synthetic resin of JP'755 for the 
surface layer which can be coated motivated with the expectation that the 
multilayer planar structure (like a flexible multilayer material) would exhibit 
improved properties of resilience with lower cost, [0016]. Regarding the 
basis weight this would be routine optimization since it would be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the textile to appropriately select the range of basis 
weight to achieve properties of flexibility. 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to John J. Guarriello whose telephone 
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number is (703) 308-3209. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday to Friday from 8 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on (703) 308-2414. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 305-5408. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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Patent Examiner 
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